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An article upon "Sacred Music among the Hebrews and in the 
Christian Church," by Professor T. Witton Davies, of Bangor, Wales, 
has been reprinted in pamphlet form. It is an interesting and useful 
account of vocal and instrumental music as they have been employed 
in Hebrew and Christian worship. 

Dr. George Adam Smith has not recovered entirely from the sick- 
ness which befell him in the United States last summer. He left Scot- 
land in January to spend some months in Egypt and India for the 
purpose of recuperating his health. A gift of six thousand dollars was 
presented him by friends and pupils before his departure for the Orient. 

A second volume has appeared in Zahn's Kommentar zum Neuen 
Testament, that upon the Thessalonian epistles, by Pastor G. Wohlen- 
berg, of Altona, Germany. Other volumes of this commentary will be 
by Professor Ph. Bachmann and Professor Paul Ewald, of Erlangen ; 
Dr. J. Haussleiter, of Greifswald ; Professor E. Riggenbach, of Basel ; 
and Professor Reinhold Seeberg, of Berlin. Professor Zahn's "Com- 
mentary on the Gospel of Matthew," the first of the series to be pub- 
lished, sets a very high standard of excellence and value. 

A new step has been taken by the Bible Study Union in the pro- 
motion of its lesson courses. Beginning with January i, notes upon 
the course in Old Testament biography are being published in a 
number of weekly religious papers. The material is furnished by Dean 
Frank K. Sanders, of Yale University, who writes the historical notes, 
and by Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, of Northfield, Mass., who writes the 
expository notes. In this way the influence of the Bible Study Union 
Lessons is largely extended. Their use has rapidly increased during 
the past year. 

A course of Bible lessons for Sunday-school use has been prepared 
by Rev. William B. Forbush, Ph.D., pastor of the Winthrop Congre- 
gational Church, Boston, Mass. (published by Messrs. Underwood & 
Underwood, New York), entitled The Illuminated Lessons on the Life 
of Jesus. This course is designed to accompany other courses already 
in use, or to constitute a course complete in itself. The special feature 
is the use of stereoscopic views of Palestine by means of which the 
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pupils are conducted through the life of Christ, the teaching centering 
about the geographical locations of the ministry. The course is worked 
out upon approved pedagogical lines, and gives promise of great use- 
fulness for Sunday-school and Bible-class purposes: 

The annual meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exe- 
gesis was held in New York city on Thursday, December 31. The 
sessions met in Earl Hall of Columbia University. The president's 
address was by Professor Richard Gottheil, on "Some Early Jewish 
Biblical Criticism." Other papers presented were by Professor B. W. 
Bacon, "The Tradition of John in Ephesus;" Professor C. A. Briggs, 
"The Use of the Logia of Matthew in the Gospel of Mark;" Dr. T. C. 
Foote, "Professor Zapletal on the Ephod;" Professor Paul Haupt, 
"The Mosaic Nucleus of the Song of the Sea;" "The Rebellion of 
Zerubbabel;" "The ' Poor and Wise Child' in Eccles. 4: 13;" Professor 
Marcus Jastrow, Jr., "The Opening Lines of the Babylonian Creation 
Story;" Dr. J. A. Montgomery, "The Name Samaria," "Some Words 
in Amos;" Dr. I. Peritz, "The Two Modes of Drinking in Judges 
7:5 ff.;" Professor J. D. Prince, "Nisroch and Nusku;" Dr. T. F. 
Wright, " Foundation Sacrifice at Jericho ; " President W. R. Harper, 
"The Strophic Structure of Hosea 4: 1 — 7:7;" Mr. Stephen Langdon, 
"History and Religious Significance of Carthaginian Sacrifice." 

The Christian Association of Columbia University has issued 
for the use of the students during the current school year a pamphlet 
containing Morning Bible Readings. In the first of the year the Gos- 
pel of Mark was read continuously; then a series of topics containing 
readings mainly from New Testament books was provided as follows: 
" What was the purpose of Jesus' life on earth ? " " What does it mean 
to be a Christian?" "Manliness;" " Perseverance under difficulties;" 
"truth;" "decision;" "loyalty;" "Bible study;" "prayer;" "useful- 
ness;" "kindness." After this, the life of Jesus is to be read in his- 
torical order, using material from all four gospels for this purpose ; and 
finally there are to be readings upon the subject of "faith," followed 
by readings in Psalms and Proverbs, and the shorter letters of the New 
Testament. The desirability of having an outline of readings for gen- 
eral use in a Christian association is beyond question. It is not easy 
to see the reason for the particular arrangement pursued in this series, 
but at least it carries the reader over pretty much all of the New Tes- 
tament and those parts of the Old Testament which are most useful for 
religious purposes. 



